Survey of antibiotic prophylaxis in gastrointestinal surgery in Scotland--5 years on.
The results of a 5-year follow-up survey of the use of prophylactic antibiotics in gastrointestinal surgery in Scotland are reported. There have been significant increases in the routine use of prophylactic antibiotics during elective cholecystectomy (21% to 53% of surgeons; P less than 0.001) and appendicectomy (49% to 79% of surgeons; P less than 0.001). In addition a substantial number of surgeons used prophylactic antibiotics in selected high risk patients undergoing biliary tract surgery and gastroduodenal surgery.